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Wel cone to the first edition of the ACRS el ectronic newsletter, Reef
Briefs. At the last Council neeting, given the difficulty in recruiting

a new editor able to fill the shoes of Dave Wachenfeld, it was deci ded
to trial a different format for your Society newsletter. W hope to
produce an el ectronic newsletter quarterly, which will provide fresh

news and updates of interest to nenbers, with a hard copy Annual Report
providing more formal material such as accounts of neetings and | onger
reports.

We are |l ooking for contributions on forthcom ng events, short news itens
(particularly those |linked to a website), and useful information such as
changes of contact details of nenbers etc. Your inaugural newsletter
editors are Vicki Harriott, Ove Hoegh- Gul dberg and David Wachenfel d
(contact details below). We hope a less formal newsletter will encourage
menbers to submit short items that can be circul ated nore quickly than
previously. We wel come your feed-back and subm ssions for the next

newsl etter, due for February 2001

COUNCI L CONTACTS FOR 2000- 2001

Presi dent: Ove Hoegh- Gul dberg, oveh@iq. edu. au, Centre for Marine
Studi es, University of Queensland

Vi ce-President: Russell Reichelt, Russell.Reichelt@ cu.edu.au, CRC
Reef, Townsville, QD

Secretary: Selina Ward, selinaward@rmil box. uq. edu. au, Centre for Marine
Studi es, University of Queensland

Treasurer: Vicki Harriott, vicki.harriott@ cu.edu.au, CRC Reef,
Townsville, QD

Council | ors:

W I |i am Denni son W Denni son@ot any. uqg. edu. au
Pat Hut chi ng pat h@ust nmus. gov. au

Anne Tucker Anne. Tucker @ cu. edu. au

Davi d Wachenfeld davi dwa@br npa. gov. au
Andrew Bai rd andr ewbai rd@zensi |l .com au
Davi d Booth Davi d. Boot h@t s. edu. au

Johnst on Davi dson Johnston. Davi dson@ cu. edu. au
Zena Di nesen zena. di nesen@ cu. edu. au

Emma Gyuris emma. gyuri s@ cu. edu. au

Russel | Kelley h2omark@l tra. net. au

Paul Marshal |l paul . marshal |l @ cu. edu. au
Laurence McCook | . ntcook@i nms. gov. au

Barry Russell Barry.Russell @t. gov. au

Terry Done tdone@i ns. gov. au

Andrew Chin achi n@br npa. gov. au

Ken Ant hony kennet h. ant hony@ cu. edu. au

Brian Lassig brian.|assig@a.gov.au

| NTERCONNECTI VI TY PRQIECT

Menbers have received with their |ast newsletter a copy of the

i nterconnectivity poster produced by Russell Kelley and sponsored by
ACRS. The poster has been broadly distributed and has received a
tremendous response. It has been distributed at the Australian Science
Show, and as part of the GBRMPA Representative Areas Program public



education program and has been pronmoted by "Tropical Topics”
publ i shed

by the EPA, the Australian Museum Reef HQ and was displayed at the
Bali conference. The ABC Science On-line has offered to produce a
website based on the poster's concepts and artwork. This has been an
extraordinarily successful project and ACRS council thanks Russell for
his considerable efforts and energy. ACRS will be seeking funding to
support simlar projects in the future.

I SRS BALI CONFERENCE

The bi ggest news of October was the | SRS conference in Bali, where the
ACRS was very well-represented. The mpjor thenes of the neeting were the
degradation of coral reefs internationally as a result of human
activities, and the |inkages between gl obal warm ng, coral bleaching and
climte change. Working out where to be at any one tine was a mgjor
chal l enge with 14 concurrent sessions and around 1500 participants. The
only significant grunbles seemed to be the price of beer around the
conference venue (though cheap beer was just a taxi-ride away) and an
unfortunately |arge nunber of cancelled tal ks. Excellent plenary
sessions were presented by ACRS menbers David Bel |l wod, Carden Wl l ace
and Charlie Veron. Congratul ations to Dave, Carden and Charlie! The next
| SRS conference in 2004 was awarded to Oki nawa, Japan, which conpeted

wi th Curacao and Bahamas for the privilege. Conference papers are to be
produced by January 2001, with instructions available shortly on the
Conf erence website at www. nova. edu/ ocean/ 9i crs/

CORAL REEFS AND COP6 | N THE HAGUE

The next round of negotiations associated with the sixth Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations Convention on Clinmate Change (COP6)
will take place from Nov 11-24 in the Hague (Netherlands). It is
expected that coral reefs will be a centrepiece to nmany of the
negoti ati ons due to the strong evi dence now that clinmate change has
severe inplications for the world's coral reefs. The conclusions of
the Bali synposium and the rel ease of the "Status of the Wrlds Cora
Reefs: 2000" docunent by the G obal Coral Reef Mnitoring Network are
likely reinforce to reinforce this message. The disturbing news from
the latter that the thermal events of 1997-98 resulted in a loss of 19%

of the world's living coral cover will add further enphasis to calls for
real action on climte change. Ove Hoegh
-GQul dberg will be attending as an observer.

CONSTI TUTI ONAL CHANGES

A special neeting of the ACRS was held in Bali during the recent |SRS
nmeeting to approve sone changes to the Society constitution These
changes invol ved removing the category of menbership called associate
menber ship, which is not used, and to enable elections for Council by
e-mai | . The changes were carried by the nmeeting unani nously. . Thanks to
the many nenbers who gave up part of their evening to attend.

ACRS STUDENT AWARDS FOR 2001- APPLI CATI ONS DUE 8TH DECEMBER

I nformati on on Student Awards has previously been posted on the ACRS

l[ist, and will be summari sed here. ACRS normally supports the research
of up to four students by the provision of Student G ants. The best
proposal s received will be awarded the Terry Wal ker Prize of $2500 and

the Danielle Simmons Prize of $2500. The remmining two research grants
of $2000, are to be used for l|aboratory and/or field studies relevant to
Australian coral reefs.



Any student who is enrolled at an Australian university on the 1st
January 2000 and working towards a PhD or MSc on a topic involving
research on Australian coral reefs is eligible to apply. Recipients nust
be a financial nenber of the society before applying for these awards.

For nore information on selection criteria, please contact:

Dr Pat Hutchi ngs
The Australian Miseum
6, College Street
Sydney, NSW 2000

Closing date is Friday 8th Decenber 2000. The successful applicant wll
be notified by |ate January 2001. No |late applications will be
consi der ed.

ACRS CONFERENCE 2001

Despite reports in the last AMSA bulletin, final dates and | ocation for
the ACRS conference in 2001 have yet to be fixed. ACRS Council is
considering a proposal to hold the neeting at Magnetic Island before or
after the AVMSA conference in Townsville on 4-8 July. The alternative is
to hold the neeting later in the year at great Keppel Island. Fina

deci sion should be reported in the next newsletter. Feedback can go to
chair of the conference organising comrttee, Selina Ward.

CRC REEF NEWS

It has been a busy 6 nonths for the CRC Reef. Research Centre. There has
been a large turn-over in staff with the result that there is pretty
much a new teamin place over the |ast 2 years. Changes this year are
Russel|l Reichelt, fornerly Director of AIMS, who replaced Sinon Wodl ey
as CEO in June; Vicki Harriott, formerly of Southern Cross University,
who started as Program Leader, Education and Communication in February
2000; in Septermber 2000 Bryony Barnett, npbst recent with the
Representative Areas Program at GBRMPA, started as Extension Manager

and Loui se Goggin, began as Communi cati on Coordi nator. Louise who worked
at Lizard Island on her PhD, worked with CSIRO, before training as a

sci ence conmuni cat or

On 28th- 29th Septenber 2000, the CRC Reef held its Research Days, which
provi de an opportunity for researchers and students to present results
to an audi ence of other researchers and representatives fromindustry
and managenent. Around 100 people attended over the two days, in which
nost participants were inpressed with the depth and quality of the
research presented. For nore information, contact Vicki Harriott (

vi cki. harriott@ cu. edu. au).
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FORTHCOM NG CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
2000 Conferences

6th to 8th Decenber. science business fusion. A 3-day sem nar and

wor kshop designed for scientists wishing to enhance their interactions
wi th business. At CRC Reef, Townsville. Contact Brett Kettle

(brett. kettl e@abel -sbf.comau) or Vicki Hall ( vicki.hall @ cu.edu.au),
or on the website www. reef.crc.org.au/

2001 Conferences

24-27 April, 2001, International Congress on Marine Science and
Technol ogy, Spain. Conference program call for papers and registration
details at www. formar. or

4-6 July. AMSA national conference, in conjunction with the New Zeal and
Marine Science Society. Townsville. Information: G aham Jones, Janes
Cook Unviersity ( graham jones@ cu. edu. au)

18- 23 August 2001, International Conference on Photosynthesis, Brisbane.
Contact Tony Larkum enmil: al ark@i o.usyd. edu. au or conference
guestionnaire: ww. botany. ug. edu. au/ ps2001

21-25 Cctober. Joint neeting: 7th International Conference on

Coel enterate Biology (ICCB) and Annual European Meeting of the
International Society for Reef Studies (ISRS). Eilat, |srael
Secretariat: Email- teamd@ongress.co.il; website: www. congress.co.il



